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Purpose of the report:

The attached report presents our final recommendations for the Polling Districts, Polling Places and
Polling Stations Review for 2019/2020.

Local authorities must comply with legislation about the location and accessibility of polling districts
and polling places. The mandatory review process is set out in the Representation of the People Act
1983, and includes a public consultation. We are required to review every five years, and this review
must be completed by 31 January 2020.

In compliance with the legislation, the current review of polling places and polling districts began in
October 2018, and an initial recommendations report was published for consultation on Monday 5
November 2018. The consultation phase ended on Friday 14 December 2018, and included views
from local residents and stakeholders in the city, including any issues with access to premises or
facilities for people with disabilities. The review also took into account the impact of the next four
years’ worth of planned residential developments on existing electoral arrangements.

It is the Returning Officer’s role to select the polling stations. It will be Full Council which will make
decisions on any proposed changes to polling districts or polling places. The final scheme for polling
arrangements will be adopted by the Chief Executive in accordance with the Council’s constitution.

The polling districts, polling places and polling stations finally decided on will be used for the May
2020 Local and Police and Crime Commissioner elections.

Corporate Plan

This report complies with statutory obligations and requirements and supports Plymouth City
Council’s corporate values of being democratic, responsible and fair.

Implications for Medium Term Financial Plan and Resource Implications:
Including finance, human, IT and land
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The Council reviewed value for money considerations and is recommending the reduction in the
number of mobile polling stations from 13 to 8 which will result in a saving of approximately £10,000.

Other Implications: e.g. Child Poverty, Community Safety, Health and Safety and Risk
Management:

The risk register for this review is available as a background paper to this report.

Equality and Diversity
Has an Equality Impact Assessment been undertaken? Yes

The PDPR Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) is included as a background document to this report.

Recommendations and Reasons for recommended action:

To recommend that Council approves the proposed changes to polling stations as set out in the
Polling Districts, Places and Stations Review Recommendations Report, set out starting at page 4 of
that report; for the reasons set out in that report.

Alternative options considered and rejected:
The review is mandatory, and the recommendations are based on extensive consultation against a
range of criteria

Published work / information:

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/votingandelections/pollingdistrictreview2018
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